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much discussion that it rmist i-eceive more notice than it would otherwise deserve. It was charged in his lifetime that the work was a simple repi-int of an English book, Captain Thomas Brown's "Con-chology," which Poe had the effrontery to copyright in this country as his own, He indignantly denied the accusation, and said ; —
"I wrote the Preface and Introduction, and ti-ans-lated from Cuvier the accounts of tho animals, &c. All school-books are necessarily made in a similar way." 1
What Poe's understanding was of the manner in which authors of school-books use their authorities may he seen from his own words: —
"It is the practice of quacks to paraphrase page after page, rearranging tho order of paragraphs, ranking a slight alteration in point of fact here and there, hut preserving the spirit of the whole, its information, erudition, etc., etc., while everything is so completely re-written as to leave no room for a direct charge of plagiarism; and this is considered and lauded ns originality. Now, IIE who, iu availing himself of the labors of his predecessor* (and it is clear that all scholars must avail themselves oi such labors)—he who shall copy verbatim tho passages to be desired, without attempt at palming off their spiril as original with himself, is certainly no plagiarist, ever if he fail to make direct acknowledgment of indebted
for tho author, by ITaswoll, Harrington & ITnswull, and for sali '"by tlW'jprincipal booksellers in tho United States, 1839. 12mo pp. 156. '
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